
Picking the perfect  
wall coverings for  
your kitchen



Designing your kitchen can be a time-consuming 
task. Aside from choosing the worksurface, units 
and arranging the installation schedules, you 
also need to decide how you will decorate your 
kitchen walls.

Whether it is tiles, paint, wallpaper or even the 
exposure of natural materials, there are a plenty 
of options which can help give your kitchen a 
premium look. Traditionally, tiles have been the 
choice of many – with the variety of colours, 
designs and affordability being a key factors.

Wallpaper and paint are other simple options, 
and while painting and covering your wall in 
paper can be cost effective, both can deteriorate 
quickly overtime and of course both options are 
not easy to maintain or clean in a busy kitchen 
environment.

However, times are changing. It is becoming 
apparent that splashbacks are emerging as a 
popular choice for households throughout the 
UK for various reasons – namely affordability, 
ease of installation as well as the variety of design 
possibilities. 

In this eBook, we will explore current market 
trends and discuss why splashbacks make a 
perfect kitchen accessory. 

Let’s read on.

Setting the scene….
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2018 Kitchen Trends
Throughout the UK, kitchen trends are constantly 
changing.

From bright and vibrant colours to exposed natural 
elements, home owners are continually finding new 
ways to renovate their living space. Here we’ve 
outlined some of the key tile and wallpaper designs 
on the market. 

Moroccan theme designs

Pinterest data in 2018 reveals 
that there has been a 128% 
rise in searches and saves for 
Moroccan-inspired décor, with 
a 71% increase in searches for 
‘Moroccan tiles’. 
Striking mosaic wallpaper and 
tiles are proving to be a popular 
choice among homeowners – 
with the conspicuous array of 
patterns perfectly contrasting 
worksurfaces. 
What’s more, Moroccan-themed 
décor is equally as popular in 
bold multi-tones as well as grey 
tones.

Geometric patterns and bright 
vibrant colours

Vibrant colour schemes are 
a popular choice for home 
owners. Bright colour designs 
– whether it be wallpaper, 
paint or tiles – often reflect the 
personality of the homeowner.
Interestingly, there has been an 
increased demand for geometric 
patterns within the kitchen with 
many consumers adopting a 
herringbone pattern.

Natural elements 

Using exposed natural elements 
such as bricks and wood 
to decorate your kitchen 
has grown to be a popular 
trend over the last few years. 
Incorporating the natural 
elements of brick work and the 
rustic tones of timber help give 
your kitchen an urban feel. 

Are you looking for some 
further design inspiration? 
Head to the website to  
learn more.



Incorporating exposed brick 
work helps convey an urban 
feel throughout any kitchen

Pinterest reveals that there 
has been a 128% rise in 
searches and saves for 
Moroccan-inspired décor

Geometric patterns are 
proving to be an increasingly 
popular kitchen trend



A splashback is a large piece of 
material that serves the purpose 
of protecting walls and surfaces 
from splashes, spillages and heat. 

Splashbacks can very quickly 
transform the style of any kitchen. 
Not only do they come in an array 
of styles and materials (glass, 
acrylic, aluminium and decorative 
MDF), but they have many 
benefits over and above other 
wall covering options - not only 
aesthetically but also in the day-
to-day maintenance of a kitchen. 
Of course, splashbacks can work 
well with any style of kitchen.

Splashbacks come in two 
distinctive styles: matching 
splashbacks and non-matching 
splashbacks. 

Matching splashbacks:  
Matching splashbacks mirror 
the design of your worksurface 
meaning that you can cover 
your full wall and hide any 
imperfections. A matching 
splashback allows you to make a 
bold statement and continue your 
design from the worksurface to 
the wall.

Non-matching splashback:  
A non-matching splashback is a 
contrasting design to your kitchen 
worksurface. Incorporating two 
designs in the one space can 
give a lot of design flexibility. The 
vast array of styles, including 
unicolours, flat colours and more 
recently statement patterns and 
designs, can be coordinated 
with a wide range of worksurface 
types to give you a premium look 
for the fraction of the cost of tiles.

Splashbacks



• Huge range of styles 
and design possibilities: 
Splashbacks are available in 
a multitude of designs. You 
can choose to match the 
worksurface and continue the 
design up the wall to create a 
luxurious, seamless finish. 

 Alternatively, applying 
splashbacks in contrasting, 
characterful, cutting edge 
designs can add a real ‘wow’ 
factor to the kitchen. From 
bright pops of colour to 
tile and wallpaper inspired 
design replications, there 
are a multitude of options 
to choose from. This is the 
perfect solution to inject 
current trends into the  
kitchen design.

•  Cost effective: No secondary 
tradesperson (tiler) is required 
to install splashbacks and 
upstands. They can be 
installed on site by the same 
tradesperson fitting the 
kitchen, overall reducing 
installation time and costs. 
In addition, this minimises 
the downtime for the kitchen 
meaning you can spend 
more time enjoying the newly 
refurbished space.. 

•  Adds value to your kitchen: 
The addition of a splashback 
will help bring character to 
your kitchen and transform 
the overall look.

•  Easy to clean and maintain: 
Splashbacks are very easy 
to clean and maintain. Unlike 
tiles the huge benefit is there 
is no grout to deal with during 
installation and thereafter, 
reducing the time needed to 
keep the wall area clean and 
limit the chances of mould 
and mildew. The surface 
can be easily wiped clean 
in the same way as your 
worksurface and there is no 
need to purchase additional 
cleaning products.

The benefits of splashbacks
Splashbacks and upstands are a very popular 
feature in modern kitchens and for very good 
reasons.They add a real touch of style and have 
many other fabulous benefits.These include: 

Call us today to find 
out more about the 
new Vista Collection 



Traditionally tiles have been the 
number one choice for finishing 
the walls surrounding the 
kitchen area, but not anymore. 
Designers and consumers alike 
are beginning to realise the 
key benefits of incorporating 
splashbacks into the kitchen 
design, they can play a key part 
in the overall look and feel of a 
kitchen as well as providing day 
to day maintenance benefits.

Aside from being easy on the 
eye and requiring a low level of 
maintenance, splashbacks are 
very simple to install.

Splashbacks are approximately 
6X times quicker to install 
than tiles and only a simple 
panel adhesive is needed for 
application to the wall and a 
sealant to finish the edges.

Further to that, splashbacks can 
be lifted and installed by one 
person (a kitchen fitter) negating 
the need for a secondary 
tradesperson – unlike kitchen 
tiles. As a result of this, the 
installation requires standard 
tools and doesn’t require 
specialist equipment.

For such little effort, you can 
create a wow factor in the 
kitchen – giving a premium 
finish to the final design. 
What’s more, splashbacks can 
be updated relatively easily 
compared to tiles meaning you 
can upgrade the look of your 
kitchen without spending large 
amounts of money.

Installation benefits

Find a Vista retailer in your  
area by visiting our website or  
call us on 01933 232 272
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